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A Second Chamber ought to possess, if possible, the largest
measure of moral authority. By moral authority I mean...
the influence exerted on the mind of the nation which
comes from the intellectual authority of the persons who
compose the Chamber, from their experience, from their
record in public life and from the respect which their
characters and their experience inspire. . . . This House {
has a moral authority as well as the prestige, the unequalled
prestige, of its long antiquity. There is no assembly in the <
world which can look back over so long and glorious a
career as the great Council of the Nation, the Magnum
Concilium of early Norman times, the form of which re-
mains in this House as its oldest member.... I cannot help
hoping that, whatever new Chamber is constructed, every
effort will be made to preserve for it both the prestige of
antiquity and the moral authority which this House in-
herits.2*
Members of the House of Commons are in Parliament
because they have been chosen by the people to be there. In
deciding how to speak and vote they should consider the in-
terests of the nation as a whole; but Members of the House
of Commons are inevitably influenced by what they conceive
to be the wishes of those of their constituents who sent them
to Parliament. They may intend to seek re-election, and this
inevitably induces an attitude of deference to constituency
opinion.
Peers do not have to submit to the hurly-burly of elec-
tions. They can speak freely, express unpopular views, ad-
vocate unconventional remedies. A peer's constituency, it has
been said, is under his hat.
^Moreover those who are created peers are usually men
who have distinguished themselves in some field of public
activity. Glancing down the list of those who have been
created peers during recent years, one notices that in addition
to persons who may be described as "politicians" there are to
2*HJL Debates, 5th series, HJM.S.O., Vol. 44, Cols. 701-702, (March
21,1921).